Seminary Releases Revised M DivProgram

Program starts fall 2018
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By: Samantha Angeles, Seminary student writer

The Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary of Andrews University has revised the M aster
of Divinity (M Div) program ,providing a sharper focus to the degree with fewer credithours
required. The 78-creditprogram startsin fall 2018 and is designed to be com pleted in as little as
two years by students with an undergraduate degree in theology. Students with degrees in other

disciplineswill follow a three-yearplanto completetheir M Div.

The previous 92-creditprogram took three years for the average studentw ith a theology
undergraduate degree to com plete.The revised M Div allows the same studentsto finish the
program in lesstime if they have fulfilled all prerequisitecoursesand can demonstrate

intermediate-levelproficiency in biblicallanguages.

“I’m thrilled aboutour newly revised M Div,” said Jifi M oskala,Sem inary dean. “Itbrings
togetherthe bestin scholarshipand praxisto provide a stellarbiblical,theological,historicaland
missiological framework for our students’ future m inistry. Evangelism combined with a

profound knowledge of the Bible and pastoral care is the firstpriority in our coursework.”


https://www.andrews.edu/agenda/feed/Agenda:%20Campus%20News/

The revisionsto the M Div were shaped by extensive consultation with North American Division
(NAD) advisory groups, faculty com m ittees,adm inistrators,studentsand accreditation standards

with the purpose of providing an enhanced degree.

“The revised M Div is shorter,deeper and stronger,” said Fernando Ortiz, M Div program
director. “Students can now fulfilltheireducational goals more quickly withoutcom prom ising
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the quality of the program .

One key aspectof the creditreductionshas involved working with undergraduateschoolsin a
Curriculum Collaborationsetup by the NAD. This collaborationreviewed the learningneeded
by a pastor to determine which should be studied atthe M Div leveland which should be
prerequisites or partof students’ post-seminary internship training.Studentswho have degrees in
disciplinesother than theology and sense a call from God to deepen their preparation for ministry
will take prerequisitecourses atthe beginning of their M Div program .These essentialcourses
will establish a solid theologicaland practical foundation on which theirM Div studies can be

builtto prepare them forexcellence in ministry.

Revisions to the M Div program included dividing selected classes such as Issues in Daniel and
Revelation into two courses in order to provide students with greater depth of study and
strengthen their Adventistidentity.Other courses thatshared similarsubjectm atterwere
combined. Theologicaland preaching courses were diversified to equip students to meetthe

needs of an increasingly com plex world.

“Congregationalpastors,chaplainsand youth pastors will be equipped to closely collaborate
with our church schools, making the schools a center for theirevangelisticand com munity

activities,” said M oskala.

A ttention to the Adventist health message was also a significantfactorthatshaped the M Div

revisions.

“W e are particularly excited aboutour new health and wellness course that will be taken by all
M Div students,” said Teresa Reeve, associate dean. “Students will receive training in personal

fitness and learn to bring the health message to their churches and com munities.”

To allow time forexercise,spirituallifeand work, along with the demands of classwork and
ministry practice,the maximum number of creditsallowed persem esterfor M Div students has
been reduced from 16 to 14 credits. This adjustmentwillnotonly preventacademic burnoutbut
also sets a pattern for healthy, balanced living to maximize students’ effectiveness in their future

ministry.

Concentrationsin Chaplaincy and in Youth and Young Adult M inistry are offered in the revised
M Div program .In addition,a new dualdegree, the M Div/M asterof Science in Community and
International Development,has been added to the already -established M Div dual degrees

(M Div/Public Health, M Div/iCom municationand M Div/Social Work). These concentrationsand
dual-degree program s allow students to gain advanced understanding and com petency in areas of

interestin order to m ore skillfully address the needs of today’s world.



To learn more about the M Div orto enrollin the program,email mdiv@ andrews.edu or visit

andrews.edu/mdiv.
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