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Fig. 6. B64.370: Hips and legs of a female plaque.

B64.585: Lower Legs of a Female
Plaque

Object B64.585/2011.2.14 (fig. 7) VII 8.206. Clay; reddish gray (5 YR 5/2), dark
gray core (5 YR 4/1). Mold-made (single). Undecorated. H 5.6, W 3.2, T 2.2 cm. Broken.

This piece is presumably another nude female; only the lower portions of the
legs remain of the figure in this fragment, from just below the knees to the ankles. It
is rather worn with portions chipped and flaked away in addition to the breakage.

The tablet border is small and the back of the excess clay is smoothed flat. The legs
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do not touch and there is an anklet or bangle around the right leg. Due to the brake
there is not a clear matching anklet on the left leg, though what appears to be the
faint remains of one can be seen on either side of the left leg, at the break. While
there are no other physical marks or decorations on this fragment, the anklets point

to it likely being a female figure.

Parallels

Several examples exist of plaque female figurines with anklets or bangles.
Although none may be considered exact parallels to this one, they come close and
show the common trend: Gezer (Macalister 1912: pl. CCXX.21); two from Lachish
(Kletter 2004a: 1575; 1577, figs. 23.53.7-8); Megiddo (May 1935: pls. 27.M810 and
28.M5418); a mold from Tell En-Nasbeh (246-7, pl. 87.3), and a figure from Tall

Jawa (Daviau 2002: 60-61, 218, fig. 2.30.3).
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Fig. 7. B64.585: Lower legs of a female plaque.

High Relief Mold-Made Female Figurines
B62.512: Head Fragment of Female
Object B62.512 (fig. 8) IX 2.112, loc 9303. Clay; very pale brown (10 YR 8/4),
ext+int. Mold-made (single) with appliqués. Paint, reddish yellow (5 YR 6/6). H 3.70,
W 2.8 T2.30 cm. Broken.
This figurine is broken just below its neck, leaving an intact head but none of

the upper torso or chest. While similar to Object B62.281 in representation and
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make, Object B62.512 differs significantly in the quality. The face here is misshaped
with the left side being marred before firing, possibly when it was removed from the
mold. This marring has caused the nose to be nonsymmetrical, making the left eye
slightly smaller than the right, and has the top half of the left ear missing. A row of
curls lines the forehead with a possible veil or head covering depicted.

Just below the neck and chin and where the upper chest begins, right where
the figurine is broken, remnants of red paint may be seen going across the figure
horizontally. The head itself was not painted and it can be assumed that this

decoration was reserved for the lower portion(s) of the figurine.

Parallels

Parallels for this figurine fragment are few and uncertain with only the head
to match but there are some possibilities. An interesting complete figure from Tel
‘Ira is almost identical (Kletter 1999: 377, fig. 7.1.1, 382-83). Two figurine heads
from Samaria have the same style of facial features and a similar headdress or curls

(Crowfoot and Sukenik 1957: 80, pl. XI.3-4).
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Fig. 8. B62.512: Head fragment of female.

B62.281: Head Fragment of Female

Object B62.281 (fig. 9) VII 22.123. Clay; light red (2.5 YR 6/6); Mold made
(single). Slip, reddish brown (2.5 YR 4/4). H 3.7, W 2.3, T 2.3 cm. Broken.

Only the head remains of this figurine, as it is broken off just below the chin.
While the lower portion of its right ear and the tip of the nose have also been broken
off, this is the most detailed face in this catalogue. It is beautifully rendered and care
was given to the overall facial structure so that such features as the brow, eyelids,

cheekbones, nostrils and chin are clearly defined. The hair is styled in a single row
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of curls along the forehead and in two locks that come from behind the ears and fall
along the neckline, but are truncated due to the break of the figure. The red slip is
flaking and eroded in places, but it originally covered the entire head and

presumably the whole figurine.

Parallels
A possible parallel from Busayra is close in facial features and hair
decorations, but it is not an exact match (Sedman 2002: 370; pl. 10.39). Tall Jawa

likewise has a similarly styled figure (Daviau 2002: 58-59, 218, fig. 2.29.1).

Fig. 9. B62.281: Head fragment of female.
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