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Late Fourth Century Icons Discovered
One of our readers, Carmen Siebold, has pointed us to an exciting story in the Washington Post about the use of lasers to
restore the earliest known icons of Peter and Paul. This fresco restoration is indeed of significance in that there are many
other areas in the catacombs where the technique may be used. This could give us a significant set of new fourth century
material to illustrate both burial practices and devotional allegiances in the post-Constantinian Roman environs.
The suggestion made in the article that this may give us insight into earliest Christian devotion, however, is misleading. Late
fourth century is still quite early, but it is still three hundred years after the first Christian writings that we have extant: the
letters of Paul. Even the gospels were written not long after Paul’s writing. So, as significant as these pictorial finds are, they
really do not qualify as representations of earliest Christian devotion.
Posted by John W. Reeve on June 24, 2010 in Archaeology, Church History | Permalink
Save to del.icio.us |

The Way…

Comments
You can follow this conversation by subscribing to the comment feed for this post.

Verify your Comment
Previewing your Comment
Posted by: |
This is only a preview. Your comment has not yet been posted.
Post

Edit

Your comment could not be posted. Error type:
Your comment has been posted. Post another comment
The letters and numbers you entered did not match the image. Please try again.
As a final step before posting your comment, enter the letters and numbers you see in the image below. This prevents
automated programs from posting comments.
Having trouble reading this image? View an alternate.
Continue

Contact
Archives
Feeds
Powered by TypePad
Copyright © 2010 Andrews University

